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Introduction

ÁAquatic plants are abundant during the 

course of flooding in the Mekong delta

ÁLocally available feed resources are very 

important in smallholder production 

systems
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Introduction

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)

ÁA perennial aquatic plant species

ÁExtremely high growth rate Ą traffic jam on

marine transportation

ÁSom researchers claim nutritive value of WH 

is similar to high quality forage
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Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)

ÁUsed for water purification, and as green 

fertilizers for the land

ÁMaking handicraft products   

However, leaves of WH are mainly wasted

Ą environmental pollution
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Harvest of water hyacinth stems

(Source: Mai Xuan Thao, 2008)
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Drying water hyacinth stems

(Source: Mai Xuan Thao, 2008)
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Sun dry and transportation water 

hyacinth stems

Source: Mai Xuan Thao, 2008
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Making handicraft products

Source: Mai Xuan Thao, 2008
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Objective

üTo evaluate leaves or leaves + stems of 

water hyacinth as basal diet for growing 

goats

üWill supplementation with other foliages 

improve the utilization of water hyacinth 

by growing goats


